The University of Oulu – Summer School 2025 - 				 
Background 
Universities worldwide recognize summer schools as an integral part of a comprehensive internationalization strategy and there has been a recent and rapid expansion in the provision of summer schools at many of our competitors and partner universities.  Demand for summer schools continues to grow in our key markets, including Asia and Europe. 
The University of Oulu Summer School aims:
· to bring together some existing modules under a single umbrella and create a unified academic framework for faculties to develop credit-bearing summer school provision.
· to pilot the school, alongside a Finnish language and cultural immersion Kick-start program offered to new degree students, managed by Academic Affairs.
 
Oulu Summer School will offer:
· a unique opportunity for the University, and its constitutive Faculties, to raise its international profile and reputation, showcase our quality and standards, our innovation in teaching and learning, and our research expertise and unique facilities. 
· prospective students, partners, and agents, a ‘shop window’ through which to learn about the institution and what it has to offer. 
· participating faculties to “road test” new courses, and new minors profile different areas of expertise.  
· a full range of opportunities for Oulu students to undertake an international experience at our partner institutions.  
 
Benefits: 
· To enhance the reputation and brand recognition of the University globally 
· To showcase and raise awareness of the University’s teaching portfolio and attract international students 
· By combining efforts and expertise, provide cost savings and a shared operational framework while tailoring content and approach for the needs of each Faculty. 
· To provide a consistent income stream for each participating Faculty (longer term) 
· To enhance collaboration with selected (strategically important) partners and widen opportunities for staff to develop their international networks, with potential future impacts on research collaboration and joint funding applications.   
· To facilitate innovative ideas and solutions for collaborative international courses and learning development 
 
Discussion points: 
1. Is your faculty/program interested in offering a course or lectures (in principle)? This could be an existing full course or a set of thematic lectures or ‘taster sessions’, for example.
2. If yes: do you have any thoughts on potential subjects/disciplines?  
3. Are there any clarifications your faculty might require for participating in the summer school? 

Contact person
Sanna Vierimaa and Katja Nieminen 
Global Engagement team, Strategy and Science Policy Unit, University of Oulu 
