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• Pre-grant support for applicants in research 

funding instruments. 

• Coordination responsibilit ies of the most 

important national and international research 

funding instruments at organisational level.

• Project management services

• Coordination and support for EU funding instruments 

(Horizon, ERC, MSCA etc.)

• Research funding newsletter

• Reporting to the university management

• Support and coordination for university  level 

proposals (PROFI, Flagship etc.). 

• Coordination of EU lobbying

CONTACT
firstname.lastname@oulu.fi

tutkimuksen.tukipalvelut@oulu.fi
SUBSCRIBE TO RESEARCH FUNDING NEWSLETTER

https://newsletter-researchfunding.oulu.fi/
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Research support at 
Patio
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https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-
instructions/research-support

Applying for research funding:

https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-
instructions/research-support/applying-
research-funding

Funding instruments:

https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-
instructions/research-support/funding-
instruments

https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/applying-research-funding
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/applying-research-funding
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/applying-research-funding
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/funding-instruments
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/funding-instruments
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/services-and-instructions/research-support/funding-instruments


Research Council of Finland



•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•



Horizon Europe





European Research Council 
(ERC) Grants

Support process at the University of Oulu
2025



European Research Council (ERC) Grants are prestigious funding schemes designed to 
support groundbreaking research in any scientific field. They encourage ambitious projects 
and innovative approaches led by excellent researchers.

Key Features:

• Investigator-driven: Focused on ideas proposed by the researchers themselves.

• Frontier research: Aims to push the boundaries of knowledge and address key scientific 
challenges.

• Excellence: Selection is based on the quality of the project and the Principal Investigator 
(PI).

Read more:
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant

https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant


• ERC Starting Grant:  > 2 and ≤ 7 years from first PhD 
(EUR 1.5 million, 5 years)

• ERC Consolidator Grant:  > 7 and ≤ 12 years first PhD 
(EUR 2 million, 5 years)

• ERC Advanced Grant: No time limit 
(EUR 2.5 million, 5 years), 

• ERC Synergy Grant: No time limit 
(EUR 10 million, 6 years)

Extra funding (ERC STG, COG & ADG): Additional funding up to EUR 1 million (for large 
equipment purchases).

Extra funding (ERC SYG): up to EUR 4 million
nan 
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• Anyone who is building a serious and 
ambitious research career should apply 
for the ERC.

• The success rate is often higher than, for 
instance, with the Research Council of 
Finland.

• ERC grants are so-called bottom-up 
funding. This means that researchers 
have the freedom to propose their own 
research topics rather than having to 
align with predefined themes or 
priorities set by the funding body.

14



Pre-support

• Eligibility check
• Bibliometric data search (if needed)
• ERC info and training events
• ERC Accelerator Programme

• REGISTRATION TO OUR SUPPORT PROCESS

https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/79cb8f92-9530-409c-a791-a247ab0c34a0?displayId=Fin2557177


The ERC Accelerator Programme is meant for especially early-career researchers (but more advanced researchers who have not applied for 

ERC funding are more than welcome to join) to learn to create innovative research concepts suitable for ERC calls. The Accelerator 

Programme aims to get creative juices flowing and support the participants in creative research idea(s) formation in this 3-session 

workshop series.                  REGISTRATION

Session 1 – Let’s get started (17 Feb 2025)

- What are the ERC grants?

- Some ERC grantee videos and other materials as examples, etc.

- Inspirational videos, e.g.,  on creativity and innovation

- Warm-up exercises/activities/design sprint or other creativity-boosting methods 

Session 2 – What are ERC-level ideas (17 Mar 2025)

- Inspirational speech from Lotte Jaspers (Yellow Research): How high do you have to aim? What 

is blue skies research? How do you know if your idea is ambitious enough for an ERC application?

(1 hour)

- What it means to be a PI in a research project (you will have a research project perhaps for the 

first time when you will lead a research team)

- Group activities, discussions (e.g. talking about what holds one back from aiming high)

Session 3 – Working on your idea/concept (14 Apr 2025)

- There is no need to prepare or have a real research idea or concept in mind; during this session, we will work on individual (ambitious) research ideas

- You can have an imaginative or real research concept that you will work on to develop into an ERC-level application concept.

- You can discuss your idea with research funding specialists

- Introduction of the ERC applicants’ support process at the University of Oulu

https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/4264b091-9d3a-4b17-b6a1-7776c29a660d?displayId=Fin3262841


• The Research Support Services offer a support process before submitting 
the application:

• Monthly meetings (researcher, ERC research funding specialist, faculty 
research funding specialist, scientific mentors) during the application 
period

• UOULU annotated application templates and budgeting template

• Review by an expert outside the University of Oulu (optional)

• Review by an outside ERC consultancy company (offered to selected 
applicants: 6 x StG, CoG, AdG and 2 x SyG) 

• Research funding specialists can offer comments on the application

• Some faculties may offer graphic design support (internal or outside)

• Successful ERC Applications Reading Day on 27.5.2025   

• Tuesday 27 May at 9-12

• Tuesday 27 May at 13-16:

• Online ERC training by Yellow Research, 19.-20.5.2025 (9-12 am)

• An inspiring academic writing webinar, August?

https://www.lyyti.fi/reg/ERC_Proposal_Reading_Day_275_at_9001200_4736
https://www.lyyti.fi/reg/ERC_Proposal_Reading_Day_275_at_13001600_6950
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/events/online-erc-training-19-2052025


• For those who get to the interview stage of the application process, the 

Research Support Services can organise interview coaching tailored to 

the needs of the PI:

• In-house mock panel interview: the aim of the mock panel is to 

simulate the interview situation and provide the PI(s) the 

possibility to practice the presentation and receive questions and 

feedback from peers on the scientific part of the ERC proposal.

• Presentation skills coaching: presentation practice sessions, 

including practice with Webex 

• Graphic designer services: to finalise the look and feel of the 

presentation



• ERC Advanced Grant (ERC-ADG-2025): 22 May - 28 August 
2025

• ERC Starting Grant (ERC-STG-2026): DL not yet published 
(may close in October 2025)

• ERC Synergy Grant (ERC-SYG-2026): DL not yet published 
(may close in November 2025)

• ERC Consolidator Grant (ERC-COG-2026): DL not yet 
published (may close in January 2026)
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships

Support process at the University of Oulu 2025



Marie Sklodowska Curie /Postdoctoral fellowships

- MSCA PF aim to enhance the creative and innovative potential of researchers 
holding a PhD (max. 8 years), wishing to acquire new skills through advanced 
training, international, interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral mobility. Applications will 
be made jointly by the researcher and the university (supervisor)

- all research fields (bottom up), (12-) 24 months

Mobility rule:  Recruited researchers must not have resided or carried out  their main 
activity (work, studies, etc.) in the country of the recruiting beneficiary for more than 
12 months in the 36 months immediately before the call deadline

Next call: April 4 – September 10 , 2025

21



Marie Sklodowska Curie /Postdoctoral fellowships

Two types:

1. European Postdoctoral Fellowships. They are open to researchers moving within 
Europe or coming to Europe from another part of the world to pursue their research 
career. These fellowships take place in an EU Member State or Horizon Europe Associated 
Country and can last between 1 and 2 years. Researchers of any nationality can apply.

2. Global Postdoctoral Fellowships. They fund the mobility of researchers outside 
Europe. The fellowship lasts between 2 to 3 years, of which the first 1 to 2 years will be 
spent in a non-associated Third Country, followed by a mandatory return phase of 1 year to 
an organisation based in an EU Member State or Horizon Europe Associated Country. Only 
nationals or long-term residents of the EU Member States or Horizon Europe Associated 
Countries can apply.

22



Marie Sklodowska Curie /Postdoctoral fellowships

Why apply?

- possibility for international, inter-sectoral and interdisciplinary research,
also outside academic sector

- career development possibilities are huge

- salary is very competitive

- success rate is about the same as  in Academy Research Fellow call

- the award is considered very presticious -> gives a boost to your CV and
research career

23



Support currently 
available

• Eligibility checks

• Joint online MSCA PF kick-off event (with the 
University of Turku and Åbo Akademi)

• MSCA PF application support Moodle course 
(with application writing tips, successful 
application examples, videos and time 
schedule) 

• Monthly Q&A session (jointly with the 
University of Turku)

• MSCA PF workshop (for applicants to collect 
important data for the application), introduced 
in 2024

• (Online) meetings for MSCA PF application 
creating with Research Funding Specialists

• MSCA PF application reviewing



What will be new in 2025?
New support services

• Focused MSCA PF job adverts on EURAXESS
(help offered to research units in the drafting 
adverts if needed), to be placed on EURAXESS 
in early 2025 -> links to adverts will be sent 
through all possible networks

• Videos to support writing specific parts of the 
application, e.g., the impact section (especially 
helpful for candidates from different time 
zones)

• Moodle space (aims to be less course-like and 
offer various types of support material), 
offered together with UTURKU

• ‘Recruitment’ of recently arrived int. 
employees and COFUND applicants (if they are 
still eligible applicants)

More information

• Updated info on Oulu.fi -pages 

• Updated MSCA Patio pages

• More Patio news about MSCA PF to encourage 
proposals (to encourage supervisors)

• Monthly emails (with tips and support) sent to 
applicants registered to the support process

https://patio.oulu.fi/en/news/adverts-msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/news/adverts-msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/news/adverts-msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/news/adverts-msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025
https://patio.oulu.fi/en/news/adverts-msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025


Opportunities for the supervisor, 
their research group and the host institution

• Attract new, upcoming researchers to your research group

• Build and strengthen the connections to high-quality 
international research groups

• Open new lines of research and transfer of knowledge

• Learn expertise in new methodologies, techniques or skills

• Increase the international visibility and level of your group 
and the attractiveness of your research group/institution

• Gain experience in the management of international 
collaboration projects 

• Improve supervisor’s CV by showing that you have hosted 
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellows; MSCA carries high 
international prestige



SUPPORT PROCESS STARTS

Eligibility check: Research and 
Project Services will help the 
supervisors check the technical 
eligibility of the candidate(s).

Info session to kick-off the MSCA 
PF proposal preparation. 

Online course supporting the 
MSCA PF proposal preparation. 
The course platform is also used 
for sharing useful materials and 
asking and answering questions
during the preparation. Moodle 
opens in April every year.

PROPOSAL PREPARATION

Proposal reviews services:
Research Funding Specialists 
provide continuous review for 
those participating in the online 
course. Final full proposal 
review available on demand. 
Please agree the details with 
the Funding Specialist of your 
respective Faculty.

Call opens: 9.4.2025

SUBMISSION

Support for filling in the 
administrative parts of the proposal

Proposal Deadline: 10.9.2025

RESULT

Information on the outcome of 
the evaluation will be given 
around February 2026.

CONTRACTS & START

If successful, preparation 
of the Grant agreement:
UOULU as the host 
institution will take care of 
signing the agreement 
with the European 
Commission

Start: in 2026 (tbc)

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The University of Oulu publishes 
annually a webpage to advertise 
UOULU as the host institution 
for MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships: 
https://www.oulu.fi/en/msca-
pf. Research groups and 
supervisors  can use the page to 
contact potential candidates and 
tell them about the support 
process at UOULU.

To sign up for the support 
process researchers and 
supervisors are asked to fill in a 
questionnaire.  

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)
Postdoctoral Fellowship 
- Support Process

MSCA PF Kick-off in April 
2025!

EURAXESS 

Adverts for MSCA PF hosting 
opportunities at the UOULU will 
be placed on the EURAXESS 
website in early 2025.

Support is offered to research 
groups for advert creation.

Jan-Mar 2025 April 2025 Sep 2025 Feb 2026

https://www.oulu.fi/en/msca-pf
https://www.oulu.fi/en/msca-pf
https://link.webropolsurveys.com/S/CF5BF0B537372287


University of Oulu

ENHANCED SUPPORT 
FOR COORDINATORS

Research and Project 
Services

Pillar 2
HORIZON EUROPE RIA/IA 



University of Oulu



University of Oulu

HORIZON EUROPE IN NUMBERS in 
UOULU

647 

proposals 

submitted & 

evaluated.

18%
SUCCESS 

RATE

117 projects 
funded.

68M
EURO

FUNDING

Number 1 

of Finnish 

HEIs in 

Pillar II*.

90 projects 

funded in 

Pillar II.

15
COORDINATED

21 

proposals in 

coordination 

support and 

8 funded.

38%
SUCCESS 

RATE

* 31.12.2024    Pirjo Koivusaari & Kirsi Ojutkangas 



University of Oulu

Types of projects

RIA

Research and Innovation 

Action

IA

Innovation Action

CSA

Coordination and  Support 

Action

What? Establish new knowledge/ 

explore the feasibility of a new 

technology, product, process, 

solution

Produce plans and 

arrangements or design for new, 

latererd or improved produvcts, 

processes or services.

Promote cooperation among EU 

incl. Standardisation, 

dissemination, awareness-raising, 

communication and networking 

activities, policy dialogues etc.

Grant size Typically EUR 3-15 million Typically EUR 3-15 million Typically EUR 1 – 5 million

Funding rate 100% 100% (for universities, but 70% 

for industry)

100%

Project duration Typically 3 years Typically 3 years Typically 3 years

A consortium is eligible when: at least 3 partner organisations from 3 different EU or associated 

countries. At least one of the 3 partners must be from an EU country.



University of OuluFooter



University of Oulu

Support processes for coordinators (Pillar II)

14/02/202533 Kirsi Ojutkangas

Light support

Can include (depending on the needs): 

- General guidance

- Support with Funding & Tenders portal

- Call analysis

- Training and tools 

- A workshop for ideation/conceptualisation OR 

matching the objectives with the call OR 

impact

- External consultant’s comments (subject to 

available funds and progress of the 

preparation)

Full support

- Finding the right call & call analysis

- Trainings and tools

- 3 joint finalising sessions (1,5 days)

- Grant writing services

- A workshop on objectives, results, KPI’s and 

impact

- Weekly meetings with the coordination team

- Upon request participation to selected 

consortium meetings

- Graphic designer resources to finalise

infographics and pictures in the proposal

- Proposal review by an external HE consultant 

(subject to available strategic funds)



University of Oulu

PROPOSAL 
PHASE
TOOLS in Teams

• All drafts for 2025

• Proposal guide (incl. examples)

• A framework for matching objectives 

and results with the call’s expected 

outcomes 

• Schedule for preparation 

• Gender impact assessment checklist

• Budget template(s) (planner & 

template for AG budgeting)

• Part A information collection form

• Teams site for proposal preparation

• Impact Helper

• Blogs on DEC, DNSH principle, 

impact, gender
31.10.2024 Kirsi Ojutkangas

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3AJj7FmV9Iu9QWh4O1Vurc1-MBP4i9DrnpWfw_vWkVN-k1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=11ded95b-f7b2-4558-83e8-66dd342f4e45&tenantId=9f9ce49a-5101-4aa3-8c75-0d5935ad6525


University of Oulu

2025 Schedule

- Almost all calls open in May 2025, 

deadlines in September/November 2025.

- Drafts of all calls are already available in 

Teams: HE WP2025 Clusters 1 to 6 and 

missions draft summaries.xlsx

- If you want to coordinate, identification of 

suitable calls and finding core partners 

should start asap.

- Registration for full support: Deadline 

7.3.2025. Internal application form 

✓ Call  and core partners identified.

- Starting meetings with all applicants in 

March.

- Start of the support process in April. 
14/02/2025Footer

https://unioulu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/HorizonEuropeConsortiumprojectPillarIIsupport/Shared%20Documents/General/HE%20WP2025%20Clusters%201%20to%206%20and%20missions%20draft%20summaries.xlsx?d=wcca1564a0a8947659403d58e00f460be&csf=1&web=1&e=XVLDsG
https://unioulu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/HorizonEuropeConsortiumprojectPillarIIsupport/Shared%20Documents/General/HE%20WP2025%20Clusters%201%20to%206%20and%20missions%20draft%20summaries.xlsx?d=wcca1564a0a8947659403d58e00f460be&csf=1&web=1&e=XVLDsG
https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/aa9e50b9-bee7-4aa4-b870-49965cdf7469?displayId=Fin3087299


Research Professional Database

14/02/2025 36Footer

Research Professional - Home

Hint: Funding – Advanced Search – Award type – More options: Country of Funder

https://www.researchprofessional.com/0/rr/home


Research Professional
Database

14.2.2025 Lisää tarvittaessa alatunnisteteksti37



Science/Business

14.2.2025 Lisää tarvittaessa alatunnisteteksti38

• The University of Oulu offers its employees and students free access to all the content on the 
Science | Business service. Science | Business offers research, industry, and policy news, reports, 
and newsletters that are now fully available for us. This is a great resource for those of you who 
want to follow the EU research arena, read news from certain research and innovation fields such 
as health, energy, climate, digital, or defence, or stay updated on the progress of the next EU 
framework planning.

•

• In addition to news services, Science | Business also organises hybrid and in-person events; if you 
are interested in joining them, please contact Research and Project Services 
(Tutkimuksen.Tukipalvelut@oulu.fi), as there are usually a limited number of seats available for 
each network member organisation.

•

• You can access the Science | Business service: 
https://sciencebusiness.net/

mailto:Tutkimuksen.Tukipalvelut@oulu.fi
https://sciencebusiness.net/


What is impact and why does it matter?

Can it be measured?

How to create and maximise impact in your 
research?

Why is sustainability relevant?

We will help you answer these and more 
questions!

GET STARTED NOW – FIND US ONLINE

www.oulu.fi/impacthelper

Impact Helper
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