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The thesis is a literary work which usually includes experimental research work. The student gets profoundly acquainted to a certain special field in biology. The student knows the research methods in a specific field of biology. She is conversant with the field of her thesis and is familiar with scientific thinking, evaluating the results, analysing, drawing conclusions and scientific communication.
The master’s thesis (also called a “gradu”) is the students first own research. Its purpose it the acquaint the student with conducting research and scientific writing. A peer reviewed publication is not the goal.
The scope of the thesis should be narrow enough that it can be completed in about 7 months of full-time work (at 36,25h / week). As a more experiences scientist, the supervisor’s task is to help the student limit their research to fit this requirement. It is not advisable to plan more than 2-3 months of data collection (however, this will vary between various specialities within biology).
The thesis is the student’s own work, so they must have some freedom to plan and execute it themselves. Unless the student is paid, they are also allowed to choose their own timetable. The supervisor can demand the timetable for the thesis only if they pay the student salary for conducting research.

The important information
The instructions and reviewing criteria for theses are on the master’s seminar Moodle pages. Supervisors can ask Lumi Viljakainen (lumi.viljakainen@oulu.fi) for access. The instructions help understand the requirements.
The student must give research plan and results seminar presentations. It is worth encouraging them to give the research plan seminar before conducting any practical work and the results seminar immediately after getting the results. The supervisor is encouraged to be present for these presentations.
The supervisor reviews and accepts the research plan and signs the supervision contract.
The vital tool for limiting a thesis to a good  level is a well thought out and clear research question.

Cooperation with the student
The student will need support, but might not have the courage to ask for it. The supervisor should be easy to approach and create an egalitarian atmosphere.
It is worth keeping in regular contact with the student. Invite them into your research group so that they get into the scientific community. If necessary, help them split their work into manageable chunks and follow up on their progress. 

Master’s studies
Even though you are officially only the thesis supervisor, in practice you are the student’s gateway into the scientific community and graduation. You should know the basics of what is required for graduating. The most important things are the dates for handing in theses, the final exam and applying for the diploma. You can remind the student about these when they are relevant.
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