Instructions for reviewing master’s theses

This guide describes the grades “fail”, 2 and 4. Grades 1 and 3 represent a level that is above the grade below, but not enough to reach the next level. A 5 represents work that exceeds the requirements of 4. The table below is a guideline and can be adapted as needed.
The review form has six criteria to be judged that determine the final grade. The final grade is not necessarily the average of the criteria, but usually fairly close. When choosing a grade it is worth noting that a failure in any one of the six criteria greatly reduces the whole, but does not always mean that the whole thesis fails.
The reviewers must not let the scientific value, quality of the results or the sample size affect the final grade, but are welcome to provide verbal feedback about them. The grade must depend only on how the work was done and not how lucky the student was when doing it.

	Criteria
	Failure
	2
	4

	1. Knowledge of the topic
	The student does not know the relevant theories and doesn’t understand the background of their work.
	The most important theories of the field are present in sufficient detail, but more recent studies and models are not presented.
	The student is well acquainted with the theories of their field, new studies are presented adequately and any conflicts in theories are described. 

	2. Goals of the study
	The goals of the study are not mentioned OR the study repeats previous work with no change OR the rationale behind the research questions is not explained OR the rationale behind the questions is completely unscientific
	The justification of the research questions is lacking, but the student is clearly creating their own questions to study.
The scope of the study is not well defined.
	The research questions are explained and they are based on the relevant theories. The hypotheses are justified and the questions demonstrate independent thought. The scope of the study well defined and sensible.

	3. Methods
	The chosen methods cannot answer the research questions.
	The methods are partly incorrect in regard to the research questions.
	The methods are well thought out and can provide an answer to the research question.

	4. Data analysis
	No analysis has been conducted.
	The analysis is insufficient.
	The analysis has been conducted using suitable methods that are in line with the level taught to the student.

	5. Presentation of results and the discussion
	The results and own conclusions are not presented.
	The presentation of the results and discussion is lacking. The results and discussion do not answer the research question.
	The results are presented clearly and they answer the research question. The conclusion are clear and based on the results. The discussion compares and combines the results and previous work adequately.

	6. Presentation in general 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The layout of the thesis is not in line with the instructions, the language is poor AND/OR there are no references / citations.
	The main lines of the structure are clear, but the language needs improving. The citations are mostly correct.
	The structure is clear and the language has at most a few errors. The citations are correct and follow the same format throughout the thesis. The appearance is neat.



