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This research plan structure applies to applications for funding for an Academy Research Fellowship.
The maximum length of the research plan is twelve pages. The font is Source Sans Pro (font size 12 pt, line spacing 1 and margins 20 mm). The paper size is A4. All bibliographic references must be added directly into the text, for example as follows: (author(s), year) or [number]. You must not use footnotes. The list of references is part of the research plan and does count towards the length of the plan.
· Read the call text carefully before you start writing the plan. 
· Read the review guidelines and review form.
· Submit the research plan as a PDF appendix in the Academy’s online services on the tab ‘Research plan’. Use a template to help you write the plan. This document is an annotated version of the Word template for the Academy Research Fellow.
· See the How-to guides for the online services for technical instructions.
· The instructions and structure provided must be followed. The application cannot be submitted if the system detects an error in the page configuration or the structure.
· Fill in the sections of the plan where applicable, according to the practices of your own discipline. Use the headings provided.
Applications are peer reviewed in international panels, who draft a review report on each application and rank applications which have received a rating of 5 or 6. Applications with a final rating below 5 receive a brief panel summary on the application. After the review, funding decisions are made in relevant Research Councils.

Review criteria
· scientific quality, innovativeness and novelty value of the research as well as its impact within the scientific community
· feasibility of research plan (incl. responsible science)
· competence of applicant/research team in terms of project implementation, possible researcher training
· quality of research environment and collaboration networks (incl. researcher mobility)
· suitability of the proposed research in terms of the special objectives of the funding scheme (incl. societal impact).

In the review of applications for Academy Research Fellowships, special attention will be paid to the applicant’s increasing competencies and ability to stimulate scientific renewal. The academic competence and qualifications of the applicant will be evaluated with special reference to their postdoctoral research and scientific collaborations in relation to their career stage. In the application, the applicant can demonstrate their competence by describing, for example, their experience of different research environments, their ability to build up collaborative networks, previous national or international mobility, existing or planned joint projects or more independent publishing than in previous career stages. The review will also focus on the applicant’s increasing competence and expected qualification for the most demanding research tasks.


























Title of the Research Plan
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
Aim and objectives	Comment by Tekijä: Ylläolevassa kuvassa matala resoluutio	Comment by Tekijä: Layout cramped, eli enttereitä otsikkojen ja kappaleiden välille	Comment by Tekijä: Voisko näissä olla nuo akatemian omat hipsut ja sitten "kommentaari" sen jälkeen (https://www.aka.fi/en/research-funding/apply-for-funding/how-to-apply-for-funding/az-index-of-application-guidelines2/research-plan-structure/2022/structure-of-research-plan-academy-research-fellowship/)	Comment by Tekijä: Tutkin. Se ei ole kuva vaan tekstiboksi. On myös mennyt kaikki välitykset vinksalleen jaon yhteydessä.  Avautuu Wordissa hyvin mutta Sharepointissa on outo. Muutokset tehty.

1.1 Significance of the research project in relation to current knowledge, and the research based starting points:
· How the project and the methods used are linked to previous international and/or national research (state of the art)
· Research premise, aims and objectives
1.2 Research questions and/or hypotheses:
[bookmark: _Hlk58424644]Present your objectives in a clear manner as expected in your scientific field.
1.3 Expected research results and their anticipated scientific impact, potential for scientific breakthroughs and for promoting scientific renewal:
· Research impact within the scientific community
· Project’s novelty or added value for science
Explain the level of ambition and how you plan to go beyond the state-of-the-art. For example, describe any novel concepts and approaches or development across disciplines, as well as potential for breakthroughs or exceptionally significant outcomes etc. 




Implementation	Comment by Tekijä: Olisiko hyödyllistä laittaa tänne myös, että miten eri osiot arvostellaan? Ja jonnekin alkuun miten arviointi menee kokonaisuudessaan?	Comment by Tekijä: Lisätty alkuun
2.1 Work plan and schedule:
· Detailed description of the research to be performed, starting from objectives, scientific references and preliminary data (if available)
· Description of research tasks, their implementation and interconnections
· If necessary, description of the responsibilities and management related to these tasks
· Schedule for project implementation, incl. research tasks and work packages, distribution of personnel resources, and project milestones and deliverables
Consider using a GANTT chart to outline your schedule. You can add planned publications and conferences in the chart.
2.2 Research data and material, methods, and research environment:
· Research data to be used, justifications and information on data collection or acquisition, data analyses and use of data, taking into account issues such as intellectual property rights
· Research methods and how they will contribute to answering the research questions or confirming the hypotheses, or how they will support the chosen approach
· Description of local, national and/or international research environment including research infrastructures. Enter the infrastructures to be used also on the tab ‘Affiliations’ in the online services.
It is common for evaluators to criticize applications for inadequate description of methods. Write this section carefully, describing in detail and justify your choices of methods and data.
2.3 Risk assessment and alternative implementation strategies:
· [bookmark: _Hlk58424717]Critical points for success, probability of risks, means by which risks can be managed, and alternative implementation strategies

Research team and collaborators
3.1 Project personnel and their project relevant merits:
· Task and role of principal investigator (applicant) in the project. NB! The applicant’s own merits, advancement of the research career and the linkages between the funding applied for and previous research are described under ‘Merits and increased competencies’ in the application.
· Tasks and roles of persons working on the project and their key merits
· Names and/or level of education of the project’s researchers (if known)
3.2 Collaborators:
· National and international collaborators of key significance to project implementation as well as their roles
· Justifications for the collaborators, description of what is achieved through the collaboration
Responsible science
4.1 Research ethics, equality and nondiscrimination, open science, and sustainable development objectives:

Research ethics:
· Information on ethical issues (e.g. ethical governance procedures, informed consent, anonymity of subjects and withdrawal from research) that concern the chosen topic, methods and data	Comment by Tekijä: Keep in mind that research data management plan is part of research integrity. Some of the question that could be addressed: Processing of personal data, processing of sensitive data, vulnerable participants, pseudonymisation, anonymisation of data?
· Information on research permits granted or pending
· Read more in the ethical guidelines.

Keep in mind that research data management plan is part of research integrity. Issuess, which could be addressed: processing of personal data, processing of sensitive data, vulnerable participants, pseudonymization and anonymisation of data?
The AoF requires that the Finnish Advisory Board on Research Integrity guidelines Responsible conduct of research and procedures for handling allegations of misconduct in Finland be followed in all Academy-funded research. It also requires that researchers follow ALLEA’s (All European Academies) European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity when engaging in international collaboration. 
There is no need to append ethical permits to applications. However, necessary permits must be in place before the funding period begins.
The Ethics Committee of Human Sciences within UOULU has a mission to give statements on non-medical research projects of human sciences and process related ethical questions, abides by the principles of the guidelines of the Finnish Advisory Board on Research Integrity. The ethical principles are especially related to the subjects' autonomy and securing it, avoiding injuries, and to privacy and data security. This applies to all fields of science and is primarily related to the research object and the methods applied.
Ethical review of medical research in advance is a statutory process managed by the Ethics Committee of the Northern Ostrobothnia Hospital District. The Hospital District’s regional Ethics Committee issues statements on medical and health research conducted in the OYS special responsibility area under the Medical Research Act. The Committee also issues statements under the Act of the Medical Use of Human Organs and Tissues and the Biobank Act. In addition, the Ethics Committee monitors and guides the processing of research integrity questions in its area. A statement issued by the Ethics Committee is always a preliminary assessment of the research plan.
Equality and nondiscrimination:
· Information on how the project will promote equality and non-discrimination within itself or in society at large.
· Read more in the equality and nondiscrimination guidelines.
You can consider gender/other equality aspects regarding the impact of your research and when planning your research group and collaborations. Keep in mind that equality refers to not only gender equality, but also other equality issues such as age, ethnic or national origin, nationality, language, religion, belief, opinion, health, disability, sexual orientation or other personal characteristics.
Open science:
· Publication plan that supports open access (Academy-funded projects are required to commit to open access publishing)
· Read more in the open science guidelines.
· Brief plan for data management: how the data will be stored during the project, how any legal and ethical issues related to data distribution will be resolved, and where the data will be made available after the end of the project. Funding recipients must submit a full data management plan. The payment of the funding is conditional on the submission of the plan.
· Read the guidelines on the data management plan.
Open Access publishing:
The Academy of Finland is part of cOAlition S, an international consortium of research funders that have agreed that from 2021 all scientific publications resulting from research funded by their members, must be published in Open Access journals or platforms, or made immediately available through Open Access Repositories without embargo.
Scientific articles can be published following either green (subscription based), gold (free of charge) or hybrid (combination of subscription-based and free-of-charge publishing) open access. The Academy emphasizes that hybrid open access publishing is only a temporary solution and part of the transition towards full open access publishing. You can allocate funding for open access in your application. Keep also in mind the University’s own repository Jultika . 
Open Data: 
Academy-funded research projects’ data must be stored and made available through major national or international archives or storage services that are important for their research organisation or scientific field. The degrees of data openness may justifiably vary, ranging from fully open to strictly confidential. If the research data cannot be made openly available, the metadata must be stored in a Finnish or international data finder.
The full Data Management Plan is only required from the funding recipients. However, the research plan should contain a brief plan. Therefore, it is highly recommendable to draft a Data Management Plan already when preparing the application to ensure your plans for data management meet the Academy’s requirements. You can use DMPTuuli tool prepare your Data Management Plan draft, and perfect and finalize it within eight weeks after the positive funding decision. 
If you have questions regarding data management, you can contact the Data stewards in the faculties.  Data Management Plan has to be accepted by the research institutions involved as they have the responsibility to make sure the DMP is implementable. For this reason funding recipients are immediately contacted by the Data stewards with guidelines and DMP must be reviewed at least by one data steward.  Contact: researchdata@oulu.fi.	Comment by Tekijä: Egle's comment: the current process is that Data Management Plan has to be accepted by the research institutions involved as they have the responsibility to make sure the dmp is implementable. For this reason funding recipients are immediately contacted by the Data stewards with guidelines and DMP must be reviewed at least by one data steward. 
Sustainable development objectives:
· Brief description of how the project can advance one or several goals included in the UN Agenda 2030 for sustainable development.
· Read more in the sustainable development guidelines.
· Read more about Agenda 2030.
The Academy of Finland is commitment to promoting sustainable development. Its commitment is based on UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, and has been published on the Commitment 2050 website. Consider how your research linked to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and how it will advance sustainability.
Societal effects and impact
5.1 Effects and impact beyond academia:
· Brief description of the appeal, utilisation potential and application areas of the research results beyond the scientific community
· For instance, provide a self-assessment of the expected societal impact of the research in the long or short term. Impact beyond academia may come in many different forms depending on the research field and the project. For example, science is a source of wealth and prosperity, but it also improves our understanding of the world and enhances the level of civilisation, supports the development of good practices and informs decision-making.
Keep in mind that open science practices, especially research data openness, increases impact of your research and contributes greatly to the societal benefits e.g., by saving resources, providing access to firsthand knowledge source, facilitating education etc. 
You can use the University of Oulu Impact Helper to outline your project’s impact. The impact helper is also useful in identifying how your research is aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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