Five research assistant/PhD/postdoc positions available in algal biotechnology, metabolic engineering and protein targeting at Warwick University. 

(1). Three EU-funded Positions in algal biotechnology and membrane protein targeting 

We are seeking applications for 3 'Early stage researcher' (ESR) positions that are part of two Marie Curie Initial Training Networks that will commence in April-September, 2013. The grants fund 3-year graduate research assistant positions and the applicants will study for a PhD. The successful applicants with work in the group of Prof Colin Robinson in the School of Life Sciences at Warwick University.

Two of the ESR positions are in a network, 'PHOTO.COMM' that aims to engineer microalgae (cyanobacteria and eukaryotic algae) to produce high-value compounds. PHOTO.COMM's objective is to deliver a trans-European network of industrially oriented young biotechnologists trained to understand, design and operate light-driven microbial communities of microalgae or cyanobacteria for sustainable large-scale biomass production. In the project 6 academic and 3 industrial partners will together establish key factors that underpin stable microalgal communities in nature and use these as a template to design synthetic communities with superior robustness and productivity as a primary trait. The network will bring together biochemists, biotechnologists, bioinformaticians and industrial biotechnology to deliver the next generation of highly trained young researchers and microalgae-based production platforms. In total the project will employ 12 ESRs (PhD students) and 2 ERs (postdocs). To apply for the positions, navigate to http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/jobs/jvSearch and search for 'PHOTO.COMM'.

One of the Warwick projects involves manipulation of cyanobacteria to enhance photosynthesis, together with a study of the targeting of key proteins into the plasma and thylakoid membranes. The other Warwick project will involve targeting of cytochromes P450 into thylakoid membranes in cyanobacteria to produce high-value compounds. 

Further details are available on request (colin.robinson@warwick.ac.uk). The projects are expected to start in March-April, 2013. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The third ESR project is part of a different network that aims to study the mechanisms by which proteins are targeted into bacterial (mainly E. coli) membranes. This project will involve a combination of approaches to study fundamental processes of membrane protein insertion and assembly, together with studies on the roles of membrane proteins in cell division. The project will start later (September 2013) but informal enquiries are welcome at this stage. 

Very important: in order to be eligible for these ESR positions, the researcher must not have resided in the UK for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the project start. This is an absolute rule with no exceptions so do not apply if you do not meet this criterion. If you have lived in the UK at all, please indicate when and for how long. In addition, the researchers should, at the time of recruitment, not yet have been awarded a doctorate degree (PhD) and be in the first 4 years (full-time equivalent) of their research careers.

(2). Two Postdoc positions to work on Tat-dependent protein targeting in bacteria

We are seeking two postdoctoral fellows to work on Tat-dependent protein targeting mechanisms in bacteria. The successful applicants will carry out research into the mechanisms by which the Tat system transports proteins into and across bacterial membranes. The 3-year projects are funded by BBSRC and both will involve a focus on exploitation of protein transport systems for biotechnological purposes. Please contact Colin Robinson (colin.robinson@warwick.ac.uk) for further details. 
