Transfer of students from old degrees to new degrees

Originally this was not going to be an issue as we phased in the new system as we phased out the old – so no students would be forced to transfer, but our plans have to change.

When we started the phase in of the new system under Bologna 3 years ago, we discussed extensively with senior staff at the University what would happen to students who started in the old system in 2004. These students were signed up for a 5 year course, but due to a mistake by the Ministry of Education they had to complete their studies by summer 2008 i.e. 4 years. We were given assurances that the University of Oulu would do the morally correct thing and allow these students an extension to complete the degrees for which they entered the University.

With summer 2008 fast approaching the faculty wanted to make sure all old system students would be transferred to the new system. We informed them of the agreement we had with the University but to cut a long story short the University has reneged on the agreement made. Despite a forthright exchange of views at which it was discussed that the University was both legally and morally wrong, the situation remains the same. All students who started in 2004 must transfer to the new system unless they can complete in less than 4 years.

Our students who started in 2004 have 2 problems transferring to the new system:

1) The degree titles have changed, they were “General Biochemistry”, “Clinical Biochemistry” and “Biotechnology and Molecular Biology” and are now “Protein Science and Biotechnology” and “Molecular and Cellular Biology”
2) The new system requires 300op of studies, while the old system requires 160ov (equivalent to 240op) of studies.

Jari and I have worked out a potential solution for all students in the old system to transfer their studies to the new system after 1.8.08 without having to transfer to the new degrees.

1) The three old degree titles continue in existence for the academic years 2008-2009 and 2009-2010. 

2) To deal with the extra credit requirement, we re-credit some of our old courses. This is complex as we want to have the minimum effects on students from other departments, we want to make sure that students in the new system cannot benefit from this credit inflation and we want to have parity between the old and the new systems where comparable courses can be identified e.g. Molecular Biology + Molecular Biology practicals in the old system should have the same number of credits as the Molecular Biology I course which replaces it in the new system. We also have to take into account credit inflation from other departments e.g. some chemistry courses which are compulsory for our students to take have gone from 3ov to 7op.

The proposed changes to credits are attached. Generally all courses which gave fractional number of op before now are rounded up e.g. 2.5op is now 3op. The big changes are to the credits for Biochemistry I practicals (from 16.5op to 20op), Biochemistry II practicals (19.5op to 25op), final exams (both greatly increased) and the Pro Gradu course (which extends from 5 months to 6 months to be in line with the new Pro Gradu and has correspondingly more credits).
Note that the split between the BSc and MSc, as required in the new system, meets all legal issues and faculty issues and also matches as closely as possible with the split for equivalent courses with the new degrees.
These changes all have no impact on students on the new degree system i.e. those who started after 1.8.2005, but when taken together allow the average student to complete their “old degree” under the “new degree” rules without having to take a significant number of additional courses. 
To allow students flexibility where some courses credits have gone up more than others (from our department and other departments) for the new FM with old titles we have changed the rules to 75-85op of advanced studies and 10-20op of free choice studies (which can include advanced biochemistry studies) rather than something more rigid.

To avoid confusion all Pro Gradu projects which start after 1.1.2008 should be 6 months long, with a corresponding change in the number of credits unless the student wants to complete in the old system and feels that they can complete by the summer deadline of the faculty. Students who start before 1.1.2008 will be given flexibility in whether they want to do a 5 month or 6 month Pro Gradu.
Since the faculty will only extend the old degree titles by 2 years i.e. to the summer of 2010 we old system students to complete before this deadline. If they do not complete within the time that these are available they will have to transfer to one of the new degrees i.e. Protein Chemistry and Biotechnology or Molecular and Cellular Biology. These will require students to take other courses which are compulsory for these degrees.
Conversion of old FM to new system (combined BSc and MSc) by sections listed in opinto-opas

Yleisopinnot




5ov

9op

Biokemian perusopinnot


14ov

22op

Biokemian aineopinnot


47.5ov

90op

Biokemian syventävät opinnot

44ov

75-85op

Kypsyysnäyte




 0ov

0op

Kemia





23ov

45-47op

Biologia ja tilastotiede


13-19ov
24-35op

Vaihtoehtoiset perus- ja aineoppinnot
7.5-13.5ov
12-30op





Total

160ov

300op

The changes require the students to take a 6 month Pro Gradu project in place of a 5 month Pro Gradu project (starting 1.1.2008). Otherwise the system is designed to be as close to net neutral as possible in terms of average numbers of courses taken and to use the same courses (where these still run).

LuK - 180op




Old

New



New

Old

total (ov)
total (op)

          values (op)
listed (op)

Yleisopinnot


5ov

9op
Biokemian perusopinnot
14ov

22op









740102P
1op

1op








740105P
6op

6op








740117P
4op

4op








740136P
3op

3op








740106P
6op

6op








740103P
2op

2op
Biokemian aineopinnot
47.5ov

65op

740330A
20op

16.5op








740322A
3op

3op








740324A
3op

3op








740318A
4op

4op








740337A
4op

3op








740321A
8op

7.5op








740320A
5op

4.5op








740339A
2op

1.5op








740391A
10op

4.5op








740392A
6op

4.5op
Kypsyynäte


0ov

0op

Kemia



23ov

45-47op
780102P
5op








780101P
7op









780122P
3op









780103P
6op









780111P
4op









780332A
4op









780353A
6op









780338A
4op








free choice
6-8op

Biologia ja tilastotiede
13-19ov
24-35op
750340A
3op








750121P
5op









751367A
7op



Fysiologia, valitse yksi


750160P
4op









751388A
8op









35017A
4op


Koe-eläimet, valitse toinen seuraavista
751343A
2op









?????

3op


Tilastotiede, valitse yksi


806109P
9op









750114P
4op








80588P
3op
Free choice


7.5-13.5ov
2-15op

  - only a little of this from the old system is used for the LuK, most is used for the FM. Based on typical options chosen by students from the Biology and Maths sections, circa 6op for free choice on average (circa 3ov) will be used for LuK.
FM - 120op (80ov)





Old

New



New

Old

total (ov)
total (op)

        suggested (op)
listed (op)

Biokemia aineoppinnot
13ov

25op

740331A
25op

19.5op
Biokemia syventävät

44ov

75-85op
744615S
3op

2.5op








741639S
2op

1.5op








742627S
4op

4op








741661S
3op

3op








744607S
3op

2.5op








744612S
2op

1.5op








744603S
3op

2.5op








742628S
4op

3op








742626S
3op

2.5op








743604S
3op

3op








741660S
3op

2.5op








745601S
3op

2.5op








744610S
3op

3op








744611S
2op

1.5op








744609S
3op

2.5op








744608S
3op

2.5op








744613S
2op

1.5op








744614S
3op

3op







Loppukuulusteelut
12op

9op







Pro Gradu (6 month)
48op
Kypsyynäyte


0ov

0op

Free choice


7.5-13.5ov
10-20op

  - some of this from the old system is used for LuK (6op = 3ov for typical student), most is used here on FM
Note that 744609S Structural enzymology is the only course with the same code and content in the new and old systems to date. The increase from 2.5op to 3op will effect students in the new system.

While the Pro Gradu is listed above as 48op it will be split on official documentation as 28op work + 20op thesis to be legal (just as it was split 20ov + 7ov in the old system).
